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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. McCoLLUM of Minnesota).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 7, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BETTY
McCoLLUM to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Martin L. Wilson, El
Paso Sector Chaplain, U.S. Border Pa-
trol, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You as
we gather in this place today for the
gift of Your divine providence, for this
House and what it represents to the
citizens of our great Nation and, in-
deed, to the world.

We are grateful to You, O Lord, for
those patriots who have served in these
hallowed halls, who have penned for us
those freedoms we so thoroughly enjoy.
I pray, Lord, for the matters that are
before the Members. As modern day pa-
triots, inspire them in the protection
of our people, our culture, and our way
of life and the preservation of our civil
liberties for generations to come.

I humbly also ask for the protection
of those on the front lines, the guard-
ians of our borders. Bless them with
courage and integrity to bring honor to
our land and to be victorious against
all the evils that come against us.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

WELCOMING THE REVEREND
MARTIN WILSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. REYES) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. REYES. Thank you,
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, it is a special privi-
lege for me to recognize Chaplain Mar-
tin Wilson. Chaplain Wilson is a 21-year
veteran of the United States Border
Patrol currently assigned to the Fam-
ily Support Unit in El Paso, Texas. The
Family Support Unit is a l-year pilot
program intended to provide Border
Patrol agents, staff and their families
with a support network to help manage
times of crisis. During his early years
in the Border Patrol, Chaplain Wilson
served as a program manager under my
command as Sector Chief.

Chaplain Wilson is married to San
Juanita Wilson who today are cele-
brating their 27th wedding anniversary.
Together they have four children:
Alicia; Marty, Jr.; Stephanie; and
Daisy. Marty, Jr. recently followed in
his father’s footsteps, becoming the
second in his family to join the United
States Border Patrol.

In addition to his duties as Sector
Chaplain, Chaplain Wilson serves as
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the associate pastor at La Verdad Com-
munity Baptist Church and is an advo-
cate for people with physical and devel-
opmental disabilities.

Thank you, Chaplain Wilson, for join-
ing us this morning and for serving our
Nation as a Border Patrol agent.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by His Majesty King Abdullah II,
only the doors immediately opposite
the Speaker and those immediately to
her left and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, March 1, 2007, the House stands in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.
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JOINT MEETING OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING
ABDULLAH II IBN AL HUSSEIN,
KING OF THE HASHEMITE KING-
DOM OF JORDAN

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the TU.S.
Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort His Majesty
King Abdullah IT into the Chamber:

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS);

The gentleman from West Virginia
(Mr. RAHALL);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ACKERMAN);

The gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. LOWEY);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
PUTNAM);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA); and

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
PENCE).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hus-
sein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan, into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN);

The Senator from Vermont (Mr.
LEAHY);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LOTT);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);
and

The Senator
CORNYN).

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic

from Texas (Mr.

Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye,
Ambassador of the Republic of
Djibouti.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

At 11 o’clock and 5 minutes a.m., the
Deputy Sergeant at Arms announced
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His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al
Hussein, King of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan.

The King of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan, escorted by the committee
of Senators and Representatives, en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and stood at the Clerk’s
desk.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hus-
sein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

———

ADDRESS BY HIS MAJESTY KING
ABDULLAH II IBN AL HUSSEIN,
KING OF THE HASHEMITE KING-
DOM OF JORDAN.

King ABDULLAH II. Madam Speak-
er, Mr. Vice President, Honorable Sen-
ators and Members of Congress, my
friends, thank you for such a warm
welcome. It is an honor to stand, as my
father did, before this historic institu-
tion. Allow me to thank you on behalf
of all Jordanians.

Jordan and the United States have
had a long friendship. It is a special
privilege to be here in the year that
the American Congress welcomes its
first woman Speaker and its first Mus-
lim-American Member of Congress.
These milestones send a message
around the world about the America I
know so well, a place where individ-
uality is nurtured, a place where hard
work 1is rewarded, a ©place where
achievement is celebrated. The Amer-
ica I know so well believes that oppor-
tunity and justice belong to all.

In my days in Massachusetts, I also
learned something about New England
virtues. There wasn’t actually a law
about talking too much, but there was
definitely an attitude that you didn’t
speak unless you could improve on si-
lence.

Today, I must speak, and I cannot be
silent.

I must speak about a cause that is
urgent for your people and for mine. I
must speak about peace in the Middle
East. I must speak about peace replac-
ing the division, war, and conflict that
have brought such disaster for the re-
gion and for the world.

This was the cause that brought my
father King Hussein here in 1994. With
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
beside him, he spoke of a new vision for
the Middle East. Their courageous
work for peace received bipartisan sup-
port from your leaders. And there was
tremendous hope for a new era. There
was tremendous hope that people
would be brought together. There was
tremendous hope that a final and com-
prehensive settlement of all the issues
would be achieved.

Thirteen years later, that work is
still not completed. And until it is, we
are all at risk. We are all at risk of
being victims of further violence re-
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sulting from ideologies of terror and
hatred. It is our greatest and most ur-
gent duty to prevent such dangers to
our region, to your country and to the
world. The choice is ours: an open
world full of promise, progress and jus-
tice for all; or a closed world of divided
peoples, fear, and unfulfilled dreams.
Nothing impacts this choice more than
the future of peace in the Middle East.

I come to you today at a rare, and in-
deed historic, moment of opportunity,
when there is a new international will
to end the catastrophe. And I believe
that America, with its enduring values,
its moral responsibility, and yes, its
unprecedented power, must play the
central role.

Some may say, ‘‘Peace is too dif-
ficult. We can live with the status
quo.” But, my friends, violent killings
are taking place as part of this status
quo. Palestinians and Israelis are not
the only victims. We saw the violence
ricochet into destruction in Lebanon
last summer. And people around the
world have been the victims of terror-
ists and extremists who use the griev-
ances of this conflict to legitimize and
encourage acts of violence. Americans
and Jordanians and others have suf-
fered and survived terrorist attacks. In
this room, there are representatives of
American families and Jordanian fami-
lies who have lost loved ones. Thou-
sands of people have paid the highest
price, the loss of their life. Thousands
more continue to pay this terrible
price, for their loved ones will never re-
turn. Are we going to let these thou-
sands of lives be taken in vain? Has it
become acceptable to lose that most
basic of human rights? The right to
live?

The status quo is also pulling the re-
gion and the world towards greater
danger. As public confidence in the
peace process has dropped, the cycle of
crises is spinning faster, and with
greater potential for destruction.
Changing military doctrine and weap-
onry pose new dangers. Increasing
numbers of external actors are inter-
vening with their own strategic agen-
das, raising new dangers of prolifera-
tion and crisis. These are groups that
seek even more division: faith against
faith, nation against nation, commu-
nity against community. Any further
erosion in the situation would be seri-
ous for the future of moderation and
coexistence, in the region and beyond.
Have we all lost the will to live to-
gether in peace celebrating one an-
other’s strengths and differences?

Some may say, ‘‘But there are other,
urgent challenges.” How can there be
anything more urgent than the res-
toration of a world where all people,
not only some people, all people have
the opportunity to live peacefully?
This is not only a moral imperative. It
is essential to the future of our world,
because long-term, violent crisis is the
enemy of all global prosperity and
progress.

Certainly our era faces critical
issues. There is great public concern
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here, just as in our region, about the
conflict in Iraq. The entire inter-
national community has vital decisions
to make about the path forward, and
how to ensure Iraq’s security, unity,
and future. But we cannot lose sight of
a profound reality. The wellspring of
regional division, the source of resent-
ment and frustration far beyond, is the
denial of justice and peace in Pal-
estine.

There are those who say, ‘“‘It’s not
our business.”” But this Congress
knows: there are no bystanders in the
21st century. There are no curious on-
lookers. There is no one who is not af-
fected by the division and hatred that
is present in our world.

Some will say: ‘“This is not the core
issue in the Middle East.” I come here
today as your friend to tell you that
this is the core issue. And this core
issue is not only producing severe con-
sequences for our region, it is pro-
ducing severe consequences for our
world.

The security of all nations and the
stability of our global economy are di-
rectly affected by the Middle East con-
flict. Across oceans, this conflict has
estranged societies that should be
friends. I meet Muslims thousands of
miles away who have a deep, personal
response to the suffering of the Pales-
tinian people. They want to know how
it is that ordinary Palestinians are
still without rights and without a
country. They ask whether the West
really means what it says about equal-
ity and respect and universal justice.

Yes, my friends, today I must speak.
I cannot be silent.

Sixty years of Palestinian disposses-
sion, 40 years under occupation, a stop-
and-go peace process, all this has left a
bitter legacy of disappointment and de-
spair on all sides. It is time to create a
new and different legacy, one that be-
gins right now; one that can set a posi-
tive tone for the American and Middle
East relationship; one that can restore
hope to our region’s people, to your
people, and to the people of this pre-
cious world. Nothing can achieve that
more effectively, nothing can assert
America’s moral vision more clearly,
nothing can reach and teach the
world’s youth more directly than your
leadership in a peace process that de-
livers results not next year, not in 5
years, but this year.

How do we get there? Not by a solu-
tion imposed by one side. A lasting
peace can only be built on under-
standing, agreement and compromise.

It begins with courage and vision.
We, all of us, must take risks for peace.
The Arab states recognized that reality
in 2002, when we unanimously approved
the Arab Peace Initiative. It puts for-
ward a path for both sides to achieve
what people want and need: a collective
peace treaty with Israel and normal re-
lations with every Arab state, collec-
tive security guarantees for all the
countries of the region, including
Israel, an end to the conflict, a dream
every Israeli citizen has longed for
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since the creation of Israel, and an
agreed solution to the refugee problem,
a withdrawal from Arab territories oc-
cupied since 1967, and a sovereign, via-
ble, and independent Palestine.

The commitment we made in the
Arab Peace Initiative is real. And our
states are involved in ongoing efforts
to advance a fair, just, and comprehen-
sive peace. His Majesty King Abdullah
Bin Abdul Agziz of Saudi Arabia initi-
ated the 2002 proposal. Today, he con-
tinues to rally international support.
Momentum is also building among
Muslim countries outside the Arab
world. Ten days ago, in Islamabad, the
foreign ministers of key Muslim states
met. They came together to assure Pal-
estinians and Israelis that they are not
alone, that we back their effort to
make and build peace.

The goal must be a peace in which all
sides gain. It must be anchored in secu-
rity and opportunity for all.

It must be a peace that will free
young Palestinians to focus on a future
of progress and prosperity.

It must be a peace that makes Israel
a part of the neighborhood, a neighbor-
hood that extends from the shores of
the Atlantic Ocean, across the breadth
of the southern Mediterranean, to the
coast of the Indian Ocean.

It must be a peace that enables the
entire region to look forward with ex-
citement and hope, putting its re-
sources into productive growth,
partnering across borders to advance
development, finding opportunities,
and solving common challenges.

This goal is visionary, but, my
friends, it is attainable. History shows
that longtime adversaries can define
new relationships of peace and coopera-
tion. The groundwork for a comprehen-
sive, final settlement is already in
place. At Taba, as in the Geneva Ac-
cords, the parties have outlined the pa-
rameters of the solution.

But we need all hands on deck. The
international community, especially
the United States, must be engaged in
moving the process forward to achieve
real results. Above all, we must make
our process serve our purpose. We must
achieve an agreed solution to the con-
flict.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice President,
Honorable Members, your responsi-
bility today is paramount. Your poten-
tial to help Palestinians and Israelis
find peace is unrivaled. This is because
the people of the region still regard the
United States as the key to peace, the
one country most capable of bringing
the two sides closer together, holding
them accountable, and making a just
settlement reality.

Time after time, there has been
progress towards peace when Ameri-
cans have actively engaged. Camp
David, Madrid, Wye River, nearly every
breakthrough was accomplished when
America was determined to help the
parties succeed.

On behalf of all those who seek and
strive for peace in my part of the
world, I ask you now to exert that
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leadership once again. We ask you to
join with us in a historic effort of cour-
age and vision. We ask you to hear our
call, to honor the spirit of King Hus-
sein and Yitzhak Rabin, and help fulfill
the aspirations of Palestinians and
Israelis to live in peace today.

Let me reaffirm that Jordan is com-
mitted to playing a positive role in the
peace process. It is part of our larger
commitment to global coexistence and
progress. Ours is an Islamic country
with a proud record of diversity, mod-
eration, and shared respect.

Allow me to say, we thank the Con-
gress and the administration for sup-
porting Jordan’s progress and develop-
ment. I deeply value the partnership
between our peoples, and the contribu-
tions of so many Americans to the fu-
ture of our country.

My friends, ‘‘A decent respect for the
rights and dignity of all nations, large
and small.” That’s how President Roo-
sevelt—the great FDR—described the
basis of American foreign policy. He
pledged American support for the four
freedoms, freedom from fear, from
want, freedom of speech, and freedom
of religion, everywhere in the world.

The Four Freedoms speech was given
right here, before Congress. And that is
entirely fitting. Because it is here in
the People’s House that the voices and
values of America have made hope real
for so many people.

Today, the people of the Middle East
are searching for these four freedoms.
Today, the people of the Middle East
are searching for new hope, hope for a
future of prosperity and peace. We have
seen the danger and destruction of vio-
lence, hatred, and injustice. But we
have also seen what people can achieve
when they are empowered, when they
break down walls, when they commit
to the future. And we know that Mid-
dle East peace can be a global begin-
ning, creating new possibilities for our
region and the entire world.

We look to you to play a historic
role. Eleven American Presidents and
30 American Congresses have already
faced this ongoing crisis. For not the
future generation, but the generation
alive today, let us say together: No
more. Let us say together: Let’s solve
this. Let us say together: Yes, we will
achieve this.

No Palestinian father should be help-
less to feed his family and build a fu-
ture for his sons and daughters. No
Israeli mother should fear when her
child boards a bus. Not one more gen-
eration should grow up thinking that
violence and conflict are the norm.

As Roosevelt also said, ‘““The justice
of morality must and will win in the
end.” But he knew that it was up to re-
sponsible nations to stand up for jus-
tice when injustice threatens.

This is our challenge as well. And we
must not leave it to another genera-
tion to meet this challenge.

Thirteen years ago, my father was
here to talk about his hopes for peace.
Today, we are talking about a promise
that is within our reach.
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We can wait no longer and that is
why I am here before you. We must
work together to restore Palestine, a
nation in despair and without hope. We
must work together to restore peace,
hope and opportunity to the Pales-
tinian people. And in so doing, we will
begin a process of building peace, not
only throughout the region, but
throughout the world. How much more
bloodshed and how many more lives
will it cost for this grave situation to
be resolved?

I say: No more bloodshed and no
more lives pointlessly taken.

The young boy, traveling to school
with his brother in Palestine, let him
have a life of peace.

The mother, watching with fear as
her children board a bus in Israel, let
her have a life of peace.

The father in Lebanon, working hard
to provide an education for his chil-
dren, let him have a life of peace.

The little girl, born in Iraq, with her
wide eyes full of wonder, let her have a
life of peace.

The family, together eating their
evening meal, in Asia, Africa, North
America, South America, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and the Middle East, let them
all have a life of peace.

Today my friends, we must speak. We
cannot be silent.

The next time a Jordanian, a Pales-
tinian, or an Israeli comes before you,
let it be to say: Thank you for helping
peace become a reality.

Peace be upon you.

Thank you very much.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

At 11 o’clock and 35 minutes a.m.,
His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al
Hussein, King of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan, accompanied by the
committee of escort, retired from the
Hall of the House of Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps from the Chamber.

———————

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 38
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

———
O 1218

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SCHIFF) at 12 o’clock and
18 minutes p.m.
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PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings during the recess be printed in
the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain one-minutes, 15
minutes per side.

———

THE IMPERATIVE OF PEACE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, a few
minutes ago we heard King Abdullah of
Jordan declare the imperative of peace
between the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians as central to assuring peace not
only in the Middle East but throughout
the world.

Speaking not only of Israelis and
Palestinians but of Lebanese and Iraqis
and of people all over the world, King
Abdullah said, ‘‘Let them have a life of
peace.”

Indeed, it is our responsibility as
leaders of the United States to respond
to such an eloquent call by creating a
restart of the peace process, which
brings security, justice and peace to
both Palestinians and Israelis.

When our brothers and sisters are
killing each other, it is for us to use
the power of compassion and love so
that all may survive and prosper in se-
curity and peace.

This is a good moment for us to
make a restart. This is a good moment
for us to create a new context. This is
a good moment for us to join with King
Abdullah in speaking of people in the
Middle East and throughout the world
and saying, ‘“‘Let them have a life of
peace.”

———

BRAC FUNDING

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week I visited Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, including outpatient
residence Building 18.

Despite Walter Reed’s status on the
BRAC list, there is no excuse for offer-
ing anything but world-class patient
care to our returning wounded war-
riors.

According to the BRAC Commission,
Bethesda Naval Medical will take on
the important mission currently han-
dled by Walter Reed in 2011. Yet, only
5 weeks ago, the majority decided to
take away $3 billion from the BRAC ac-
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count that is needed to allow them to
build the facilities to take on this over-
whelming responsibility.

I have asked the question then, and 5
weeks later have yet to have an an-
swer, where is the money for BRAC and
when will the money be restored for pa-
tient care for our men and women re-
turning from battle?

———
SONIC FOUNDRY

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize one of Wisconsin’s own, the
Sonic Foundry Company, for its well-
deserved attention as leaders of the
company rang the opening bell to start
the NASDAQ trading day this morning.

Sonic Foundry is an example of a
company excelling in innovation. Its
Web technology is transforming busi-
ness, government and educational in-
stitutions by allowing people to receive
critical information and share knowl-
edge. Their Mediasite technology is
trusted by Fortune 500 companies, edu-
cational institutions and government
agencies. In Wisconsin, use of this
technology saved the State’s budget
$800,000 in its first year of use.

Sonic Foundry’s Mediasite tech-
nology also allows the exchange of
video greetings and interactive content
to be passed between separated family
members. Military families have been
provided this service for free during
holiday occasions.

Wisconsin is proud of Sonic Found-
ry’s accomplishments.

———

DIRECTO A MEXICO

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the Federal
Government is helping and encour-
aging illegals in this country to send
money south of the border. Here is how
it works.

The Federal Reserve, in a program
called Directo a Mexico, allows illegals
that have no Social Security numbers
and no American IDs to send billions of
dollars through U.S. banks to Mexico.

The Federal Reserve, also at tax-
payer expense, provides banks with
promotional marketing propaganda in
Spanish so as to appeal to the ever-
growing illegal population. This
untaxed money to Mexico is about $23
billion a year and a drain on the United
States economy.

The banks make a profit off the
illegals and their transfers. It is all
about banking greed. These trans-
actions should be taxed, and the banks
should be required to collect the taxes.

Keep some of that money in the
United States to pay for all the social
services that illegals obtain and don’t
pay for. Banks should not be in the
business of helping illegals in the
United States send money anywhere,
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and neither should our Federal Govern-
ment, for that matter. But banking
greed seems to rule the day.

And that’s just the way it is.

————————

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL
CENTER

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
stand today for our veterans. The
American public has heard the revela-
tions of poor conditions at Walter Reed
and other military medical centers
around the country.

The fact that we are not providing
adequate support and resources for the
brave men and women who fought for
our country is a national disgrace. We
must ensure soldiers have the training,
resources and care while in combat and
when they return home.

Next week, I will be visiting Walter
Reed to talk to administrators and pa-
tients about the care our veterans are
receiving. I will also visit Jefferson
Barracks and the John Cochran Hos-
pital in Missouri. By evaluating our
current facilities, we can determine
the strengths to build upon and weak-
nesses to address.

I remain determined to ensure our
veterans are receiving the care and
support they have earned and been
promised, and I call upon every Mem-
ber of this House to join in fighting for
those who have fought for us.

———

FISCAL YEAR 2008 BUDGET

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, next week we will mark
up the budget for fiscal year 2008. That
budget will set the tone for the year
and will affect the fiscal direction of
our country.

Simply chasing higher spending with
higher taxes, as the Democrats want,
fails to address the unsustainable
growth of government spending. Also,
entitlement spending currently con-
sumes more than half the budget and is
projected to grow by nearly 6 percent
per year, faster than the entire govern-
ment costs now. We must take imme-
diate and substantive steps to ensure
we can meet commitments in the fu-
ture.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans will put
forth a budget that balances the budget
by 2012, without raising taxes, by keep-
ing our economy strong, creating jobs
and by reforming and strengthening
entitlement programs.

Let’s work together to balance the
budget, but let’s make sure we do it
the right way. The question will be an-
swered this month, which is, will
Democrats work with us toward these
goals or go back to the days of tax and
spend?
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DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS PRO-
VIDING PROPER OVERSIGHT OF
POOR TREATMENT OF WOUNDED
SOLDIERS

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are rightfully outraged by
the stories coming out of Walter Reed.

On Monday, the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee held
its first hearing at Walter Reed to de-
termine how long these problems have
been going on and how best we can fix
the problems as soon as possible. Three
other hearings are scheduled through-
out the week.

But this administration has some
tough questions to answer. First, when
did they know that wounded military
personnel were not receiving the treat-
ment they deserve? The President said
he wasn’t aware of these problems
until the Washington Post investiga-
tion, but several GAO reports have
been released outlining some of these
problems. Was the administration ig-
noring these reports or just ignoring
the problem?

And, second, why did the administra-
tion choose to privatize services at
Walter Reed? And how did they go
about choosing a company with ties to
Halliburton?

Our soldiers deserve better, and I am
confident that this Congress will pro-
vide the necessary oversight so that we
can fix these problems immediately.

———

FIRST AMENDMENT AND FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS ARE STILL
BEHIND BARS

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, if there is
anything we learned from the convic-
tion of Vice Presidential aide Scooter
Libby yesterday, it is that the first
amendment and the freedom of the
press are still behind bars. The need for
a Federal media shield bill has never
been more apparent.

Yesterday, Mr. Libby was convicted
of lying to a grand jury. That is rep-
rehensible, and he will be held to the
strictest account.

But as the Washington Post editorial
page pointed out this morning, his
chief accuser, Joe Wilson, also lied
about who sent him to Africa, what he
found there, and about whether his
wife was a covert CIA agent. The Wash-
ington Post even called Joe Wilson
today a ‘‘blowhard.”

Ironically, while Mr. Wilson was
lying to the press and creating a par-
tisan furor, Mr. Libby was telling the
truth to reporters, and that is what got
him in trouble.

The case presented us with a long
spectacle of reporters being jailed and
threatened with jail time for not re-
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vealing confidential sources. Because
there is no Federal media shield law,
the real losers in all of this difficult
and tragic case are not actually report-
ers or the press, but the American pub-
lic.

My own colleague, Congressman RICK
BOUCHER, and I will be reintroducing
the Free Flow of Information Act. I
urge my colleagues in Congress to take
it up expeditiously. It is time to re-
store the fabric of the first amendment
freedom of the press.

———

GI BILL

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of our Nation’s vet-
erans. The GI bill has provided edu-
cation to many of our Nation’s fine,
honorable men and women. Unfortu-
nately, there is a provision which ex-
cludes our National Guard and Reserve
from receiving their GI bill benefits
after they have left the military.

I have introduced bipartisan legisla-
tion, H.R. 1330, which will give the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve members up
to 10 years to take advantage of their
GI bill education benefits. This pro-
posal is similar to the benefits ex-
tended to active duty members of the
military right now.

This bill extends a much-deserved
and needed benefit to our troops. Be-
cause the National Guard and Reserve
are playing an ever-increasing role in
combat operations, they are finding it
harder to achieve their educational
goals while they are enlisted. This bill
will better allow troops to serve their
country honorably and then reward
them with higher education when they
return.

The National Guard and Reserve are
becoming indistinguishable from the
active duty now. They are in need of
this benefit. We owe this to our troops
and to our military families back
home.

I urge all Members of Congress who
care about our troops and military
families to sign on to this legislation.

————
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WE MUST LIVE UP TO OUR OBLI-
GATIONS TO THOSE WHO HAVE
SERVED OUR NATION

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week I participated in a Govern-
ment Reform hearing at Walter Reed
Hospital.

During that hearing, we heard from
soldiers wounded in the defense of our
Nation and their families. Like most
Americans, I was disappointed and sad-
dened by what we learned. What we
heard represents an absolute failure of
military leadership and accountability.
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Defense Secretary Gates has called
for a review of all service branch med-
ical facilities. Yesterday, the President
announced the creation of a bipartisan
commission to examine all U.S. mili-
tary and veterans care facilities. The
commission will be headed by former
Senator Bob Dole and former Health
and Human Services Secretary Donna
Shalala.

In addition to the Government Re-
form Committee, I serve on the House
Armed Services Committee and on the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. Both
committees have upcoming hearings on
the care and condition of soldiers at
Walter Reed Hospital.

We take seriously the health care of
those who have provided service to our
Nation. There is no excuse for what
happened at Walter Reed Hospital. We
must live up to our obligations to
those who have served our Nation at
such personal sacrifice.

———

HONORING OUR COMMITMENT TO
OUR TROOPS

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
honoring our soldiers means honoring
our commitment to these soldiers.

Supporting the troops means several
things: It meant, first of all, making
sure that the mission was essential to
the United States before putting them
in harm’s way. Secondly, it meant
making sure, if they were in harm’s
way, they had the equipment that they
needed. And, third, after they had
borne the battle, we had an obligation,
if we were going to support the troops,
by providing medical care for them.
This administration has failed on all
three levels.

How did this VA medical care dis-
aster happen? This is absolutely
shameful. In a House hearing on Mon-
day, the top military brass said there
was enough money in the budget to
provide care. So what was the problem
here? Was it a lack of real support for
the troops?

This administration owes these sol-
diers and their families an apology and
a pledge to start really supporting the
troops.

————

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET AND
HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s fiscal year 2008 budget per-
petuates more of the same wrong prior-
ities that have failed the American
people over the past 6 years.

One of the most egregious offenses of
his proposed budget this year is that,
while he calls for nearly $2 trillion in
tax cuts for the wealthy over the next
10 years, he once again refuses to fully
fund our homeland security programs.
In fact, his budget provides only a 1
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percent increase, despite numerous
unmet homeland security needs.

The President drastically cuts grants
to first responders, State homeland se-
curity and firefighter assistance, and
eliminates programs like local law en-
forcement terrorism prevention, staff-
ing for adequate fire and emergency re-
sponse, and metropolitan medical re-
sponse. He even freezes funding to se-
cure critical infrastructure needs like
our ports, railways, and transit sys-
tems.

Mr. Speaker, giving tax breaks to the
wealthy at the expense of protecting
the homeland is not the priority of
most Americans. Democrats will fight
for a budget that makes keeping our
Nation safe a top priority.

———————

THE DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS AT
WALTER REED

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
the situation at Walter Reed Medical
Center is an embarrassment to our
country. The deplorable conditions for
outpatient care at Walter Reed are not
fit for men and women who have sac-
rificed to serve our country. The de-
layed and mishandled care of these in-
dividuals has harmed their recovery
and placed significant strain on their
families.

This is not the way our combat vet-
erans deserve to be treated. These con-
ditions demonstrate a catastrophic
failure of planning on the part of the
administration.

Although the Army has stated its in-
tention to remedy the situation quick-
ly, we must act for those who are cur-
rently held at Walter Reed, for it is
clear that the Army is not currently
equipped to do so. It is unacceptable
for those who served us abroad to lan-
guish in a no man’s land at home.

Mr. Speaker, in the coming days I
will introduce a bill to allow Walter
Reed outpatients the option of moving
to a VA facility closer to their homes
and families while still getting their
military pay and benefits. We must
show that our country supports our
troops not only in word but also in ac-
tion.

——
THE ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN CRISIS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, just a few minutes ago, Mr.
Speaker, the King of Jordan offered a
challenge to America and the world to
allow Palestinian children and Israeli
children to live in peace, as well as
children around the world.

I for one, Mr. Speaker, accept the
challenge and cite this government and
particularly this administration for its
slowness and its inattentiveness to the
crisis and the solution and resolution

March 7, 2007

of a roadmap for peace between the
Israelis and the Palestinians.

The King was right. In 2002, the Arab
states did stand up and offer sugges-
tions. Many of them may not have been
those that we might have agreed with,
but it is important, Mr. Speaker, that
we now come to the table for the crisis
is spiraling out of control. People are
dying. Children are without opportuni-
ties. And the Iraq war only fuels the
fire of dissent and confusion.

It is time now for our soldiers to
come home. It is time now for us to
take leadership in the Palestinian and
Israeli crisis. And, yes, it is time now
for us to treat our soldiers at Walter
Reed and elsewhere with dignity. I join
my colleagues in that fight for soldiers
and for peace.

—————

CALLING FOR FEDERAL ASSIST-
ANCE FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY
THE TORNADO IN DESHA COUN-
TY

(Mr. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, on February
24, a tornado hit Dumas in Desha Coun-
ty, Arkansas. The Governor called out
the National Guard for nearly a week.
For 6 days, there was no electricity to
this delta county. 650 people remain
out of work because their workplace
has been severely damaged or de-
stroyed, and 150 homes were either
heavily damaged or destroyed. And
here we are more than a week later
still waiting for the President and the
Director of FEMA to declare this for-
gotten delta county a Federal Disaster
Area. In fact, the FEMA spokesman,
John Philbin, in the Arkansas News
Bureau, Stevens Media, is quoted today
in an Aaron Sadler story as saying
“The damages or need for Federal as-
sistance are not readily apparent.”

Mr. Speaker, the people at FEMA
certainly did not visit the same Dumas
and Desha County that I did. The peo-
ple of Dumas and Desha County need
the help of the Federal Government,
and I implore the President and the Di-
rector of FEMA to assist this forgotten
delta county.

——
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WATER QUALITY INVESTMENT
ACT OF 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 214 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 214

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 569) to amend
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
authorize appropriations for sewer overflow
control grants. The first reading of the bill
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shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure now printed in the
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII and except pro forma amendments for
the purpose of debate. Each amendment so
printed may be offered only by the Member
who caused it to be printed or his designee
and shall be considered as read. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MATSUI)
is recognized for 1 hour.

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30
minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida, my good friend, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART. All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate
only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 214
provides for consideration of H.R. 569,
the Water Quality Investment Act of
2007, under an open rule with a
preprinting requirement. The rule pro-
vides for 1 hour of general debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. The rule
waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill except for clauses
9 and 10 of rule XXIT.

The rule makes in order the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure amendment in the nature of
a substitute now printed in the bill as
an original bill for the purpose of
amendment, which shall be considered
as read. The rule provides that any
amendment to the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute
must be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD prior to consideration of the
bill. Finally, the rule provides one mo-
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tion to recommit, with or without in-
structions.

Mr. Speaker, as I just stated, House
Resolution 214 is an open rule. This is
the third open rule recommended by
the Rules Committee during the 110th
Congress. The committee’s fourth open
rule will be considered on the floor to-
morrow.

The Democratic majority is backing
up its commitment to greater openness
with real action. The Rules Commit-
tee’s two prior open rules permitted
Members to offer 19 amendments on
the floor. The House adopted the over-
whelming majority of them. It goes to
show the Members often can improve
legislation when given the opportunity;
and I am sure that we will have a good
debate today, also.

The underlying legislation made in
order under this rule represents a long-
overdue, necessary investment in our
Nation’s clean water infrastructure.
The Water Quality Investment Act pro-
vides sorely needed funding for cities
and States to upgrade combined sewer
systems.

Mr. Speaker, we all take our sewer
systems for granted. Most of our coun-
try’s wastewater infrastructure is out
of sight and, for the majority of our
constituents, it is out of mind as well.
But once these sewers back up and
overflow into our streets and rivers,
sewers become an urgent issue.

Combined sewers are an older tech-
nology. They were built back when it
made sense to collect wastewater and
storm runoff in the same pipes. They
do not have the same capacity of more
modern infrastructure. During heavy
storms, they often back up and over-
flow. When this happens, untreated
wastewater stagnates in our streets
and pollutes our rivers. Raw sewage
seeps into basements, public parks and
other areas where young children play.
Public health is severely impacted.

The long-term investment fallout can
be even worse. My hometown of Sac-
ramento struggles with the problems
posed by combined sewers. During the
heavy winter storms which periodically
sweep through California, these sewers
in our central city can overflow. When
this happens, over 500,000 gallons of
wastewater flow into our public water-
ways and neighborhoods.

My constituents already face dangers
of flooding from the two large rivers
which ring our city. They should not
have to worry about additional flood-
ing from our underground sewers.

This problem is not unique to Sac-
ramento. Over 700 cities across the
country have combined sewer systems.
These cities need help from the Federal
Government to undertake the costly
task of upgrading their infrastructure.
A vote for this bill before us today is
an investment in the health of these
cities and towns all throughout our
country.

I would like to thank Chairman
OBERSTAR for the focus he has shown in
shepherding this bill through the
Transportation and Infrastructure
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Committee. This bill became trapped
in committee under the previous ma-
jority. I think we are all happy to see
it finally make it to the floor under the
new majority.

We all have a stake in keeping our
infrastructure up to date and pro-
tecting our constituents’ health. Up-
grading combined sewers today will do
both of these things. I urge all Mem-
bers to pass this fair and open rule and
to support the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
my good friend, the gentlewoman from
California, for the time.

Mr. Speaker, American taxpayers
have invested billions in sewage treat-
ment infrastructure, resulting in dec-
ades of progress in reducing waterborne
illness from contaminated drinking
water and beach closures and shellfish
bed closures.

Unfortunately, whenever there is an
accidental breach in sewage treatment
facilities, we see the repercussions of
polluted water to human health, to our
communities, and also to important in-
dustries such as tourism. That is why
it is sound economic and environ-
mental policy to invest in effective
sewage treatment that ensures that
the United States has a healthy and vi-
brant aquatic ecosystem and clean
water.

But the costs for these sewer systems
is very expensive. In 2003, the Miami-
Dade Water and Sewer Department in
my community evaluated its waste-
water needs through the year 2020 and
determined that in order to maintain
adequate transmission systems capa-
bility, treatment, disposal and the pre-
vention of sanitary sewer overflows
that department alone would have to
spend over $2 billion.

The cause of many sanitary sewer
overflow events is that the infrastruc-
ture is failing due to structural dete-
rioration and corrosion. Federal fund-
ing, such as is provided in this legisla-
tion, could give an additional incentive
to proactively identify the infrastruc-
ture requiring replacement prior to
failure.

In 2000, Congress amended the Clean
Water Act to add section 221. Section
221 authorized appropriations of $750
billion for each of fiscal years 2002 and
2003 to the Environmental Protection
Agency to make grants to States and
municipalities for controlling com-
bined sewer overflows and sanitary
sewer overflows. This authorization
was conditioned upon the receipt of at
least $1.3 billion in appropriations for
the Clean Water State Revolving Loan
Funds. No funds were appropriated for
sewer overflow grants in either fiscal
year 2002 or 2003.

This legislation that we bring to the
floor today reauthorizes section 221 of
the Clean Water Act which provides au-
thority to help municipalities and
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States control combined sewer over-
flows and sanitary sewer overflows.
Grants provided by this bill will help
keep our water safe and healthy and
will also keep our ecosystem clean of
wastewater.

I know the majority party likes to
pat themselves on the back for bring-
ing another bill under a modified open
rule. I wish to point out for the record
that, once again, the majority does so
only on bills that are clearly non-
controversial.

Let’s take a close look at the bills
that they previously allowed to be con-
sidered under an open rule. Both were
clearly bipartisan bills, each of which
was originally authorized by the Re-
publican whip, Mr. BLUNT. One passed
the House of Representatives unani-
mously, the other by voice vote.

I would say, Mr. Speaker, that if the
majority really wants to live up to its
campaign promise of more open proc-
ess, they should provide open rules on
bills that would be a bit more debat-
able.

Mr. Speaker, nonetheless, I strongly
support the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, wastewater infrastruc-
ture may not be the most glamorous of
issues. Nonetheless, it is an important
one for the health of our environment
and our constituents.

No American should have to walk
outside after a storm to see sewage in
the streets. None of our constituents
should have to fear that swimming or
boating in rivers will expose them to
industrial waste. Unfortunately, the
sad truth is that our country’s com-
bined sewers are not up to the task of
cleaning our waters.

The good news is that the underlying
bill made in order under this open rule
will help our local municipalities fix
this problem. It is an opportunity to
invest in our national infrastructure,
protect our environment, and secure
our public health.

I urge a ‘‘yes” vote on the previous
question and on the rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MATSUI). Pursuant to House Resolution
214 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
569.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
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consideration of the bill (H.R. 569) to
amend the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act to authorize appropria-
tions for sewer overflow control grants,
with Mr. SCHIFF in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Today, the House will consider
the first of three bills reported from
the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure that seek to improve
overall water quality of this Nation.

The first bill is H.R. 569, the Water
Quality Investment Act of 2007, spon-
sored by a former committee colleague,
Mr. PASCRELL, as well as Mr. CAMP and
Mr. CAPUANO.

This legislation authorizes $1.8 bil-
lion in Federal grants over the next 5
years to address combined sewer over-
flows and sanitary sewer overflows na-
tionwide. CSOs and SSOs are overflows
of untreated waste that can occur dur-
ing wet weather events as a result of
poor maintenance, deteriorating infra-
structure, or inadequate incapacity.
These overflows are significant con-
cerns for public health and safety be-
cause they often result in discharges of
raw sewage into neighboring rivers,
streets, beaches and basements.

In the first year of authorization,
H.R. 569 requires the administrator to
make grants directly to municipalities
on a competitive basis. For fiscal years
2009 and thereafter, the bill directs the
administrator to establish a funding
formula, after notice and comment,
that allocates to each State a propor-
tional share of grant funding based on
the total needs of the State to address
CSOs and SSOs within its borders.

States would be responsible for
awarding grants to municipalities
using these allocated funds. I applaud
the tireless efforts of Congressmen
PASCRELL, CAMP and CAPUANO in advo-
cating for increased funding to address
CSOs and SSOs.

The Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure has twice approved
legislation to reauthorize appropria-
tions for this important effort. It is my
hope that this year Congress will fi-
nally approve legislation and forward
it to the President for his signature.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation which is both vital and
overdue.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Chairman, H.R. 569 reauthorizes
grants to help communities address the
widespread problem in our country of
sewer overflows.

As a result of inadequate or outdated
wastewater infrastructure, raw sewage
can overflow into rivers or back up
into people’s basements, and this has
been a nationwide problem.

To correct these problem